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_ The statlsizcs are staggermg Wilat Was OnCE %}eileved t{) be a proi‘)lem corgent
“edon the west coast of B.C.is now expandmg across the coarztry atan alarm;ng rat

"_Illega} marikuana ‘grow operations (MGOs) are increasing in numbers at unprece-

“ " dented rates and Caigary has become d stronghold for this criminal activity: Mllegal

7 MGOs have §nﬁltrateé residential ne1g§1bor§mods and can be founid in almost every- .-
- community in. the city: These are not just Ma & Pa. operatmns, they are nezghborhood i
 drug factories operated by orgamzed crime: The impacts - and fosses are far-reaching. "

- from endangered childreri, to power theft; insurance and mortgage fraud artificial- o

'ly inflated residential property values, emlronmental contamination; heali’h and :

‘safety hazards that first and second s"esponderi and the public are exposed to on a
daﬂy basts. Marihuana cultivation and trade is a massive, multi-million dollar busi-
ness in Calgary that fuels other illicit drug trade including crack cocaine, heroin,
' metilamphetamme fabs and the associated crime and violence in our community.
Police pressure and legislative changes in the Lower Mainland of B.C. have pushed
the probiem to Calgary, where we have ominously earned the reputation of having
the best: "bud" in the country. The high- -concentration of THC in marihuana grown
" in Calgary fetches about $2,000 a pound here, while i can seﬂ for 58, 000 to $10 000
per pound in the larger American cities.

"Calgarians have told us in our most recent citizen’ survey that drug law enforce-
ment 15 one of their top 5 policing concerns,” said $/Sgt. Kevan Stuart, who heads
the Caigary Police Service Drug Unit.  "We know that the 'neighb@rh'oed marihta-
‘na grow op probleni is bigger than any single agency can solve o its own, and it's
one that has bécome a significant pabhc health and safety i 1ssue for our citizens as
well," added Stuart.

§/Sgt. Stuart says that Calgary has seen a sigaificant increase in the number of suc-
cessful seizures over the past two years as a result of a strategic partnership formed
in 2003 between the RCMP and Calgary Police Service Drug Units and the Criminal
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Cbaléti'o%l, has' recewed over. 600 tlgsv _'We dont Waﬁf the_ s _:
: :_:resxlen!:s of th;s ity to feel cc}rn@romzsed in anyway When it.

: ':".Calgary Crm{ to_pers prmﬂé' cmzens wﬁha eh;de e

crimes GI’ ?O({Eﬂtlal crlmes Hl the commumty ’Ehe incre&se

in the nurnber of tips we've received so far this year speak'
- for themseives, addeé Hardmasi. Last year at this time, 450,

tips had been received related to sus;gected gow Ops.
. Whatis bemg dcme to address this growing problem? Clt}
?roi')e contacted Aldermar; Dlaﬂe Colley Urquh&r% who

i Calga{y an ﬂnéeszrable place for thls cnm
e conducted

. 1t The Coalznen has left no s%one untﬁzned and aiready

we're éegznmng to see results;” he added.
The Alberta Real Estate Foundation is’ supportzng the
Coalition’s efforts to educate the Calgary” pubhc on the

Home buyers must be diligent when looking
to purchase a home.

"'own""nterests and' 'mpr@ve the cguahty 'of thesr real estate'
tranisactions” -
" The Real Estate mdﬂstry is 1mpac£ed Szgmﬁcanﬂy by the _
S pmhfemﬁon of grow-op houses: artlﬁcmléy inflated proper- | .
-ty values, communities with reputations as safe and secure. -
.' pkaces to live have these reptztanons tarnished wher a grow-"
7 op is idenitified Home buyers must be djbgent wilen loak= s
. 'mg to purchase a home. Ask the c;aestlozl of your real estate
Br agent, "Has this imme been used dsa grow e;}?' i

. The Irzsurance Bureaa of Canada {IBC}, another. 5
.Coailtmn member, recagmzes the econemlc cor;sequences‘_-_. %

1 menz of structurl éamage in grew op houses, As yait of the . :
' STOP MGOS Calgary Coahtion, IBC pians t{; work thh ali-._ -

g enforcement program (SEP} maaéate is to. [

ized crime thr{mgh er;forcemens of the various Fede
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Investigations Division of the Calgary Tax Services Office.
“This partnership has allowed us to cultivate information
sharing opportunities between agencies and derive signifi-
cant benefits.”

The tentacles of organized crime behind illegal MGOs are
extensive and have crept into other business sectors.
Although the vast majority of people who work in those sec-
tors are honest and law-abiding, a small minority are part of
a web that provide services such as illegal electrical wiring,
ventilation modification and even construction of homes to
a specified stage of completion for MGO operators. They call
on their own electricians to set up illegal electric meter
bypasses, creating massive and highly dangerous electrical
octopuses, making the risk of fire 40 times greater in a grow-
op house. Temperatures in these houses are at extreme inten-
sities, and there is a high risk of electrocution as a result of
the dangerous mix of water and bare electrical wires. A mag-
netic field created where these electric bypasses enter the
house is a serious shock hazard to any unsuspecting child
who might be retrieving a stray ball. Holes are cut into ceil-
ings and floors to run ventilation pipes from floor to floor
and into attics, compromising structural integrity.

The dangerous mix of chemical nutrients to accelerate
crop growth and kill fungus are vented outside or even into
sewers, while re-venting of furnaces to circulate air to grow-
ing plants re-circulates exhaust fumes back into the house,
creating hazards to people and the environment. Chemicals
are also recklessly disposed into the sewer system, lanes and
other inappropriate places. Toxic mold and airborne spores
produced from the combination of high humidity and heat
is a severe health hazard to those living in the home, and to
the public response teams, including police, fire, health
inspectors and the others who must enter the house as part
of an MGO take-down operation.

As part of Alberta's Organized Crime Strategy to enhance
existing integrated programs to combat priority crimes of
methamphetamine production and distribution and mari-
huana grow ops, the Alberta Solicitor General, the
Honorable Harvey Cenaiko has dedicated additional fund-
ing that will increase the number of full-time SAMIT

investigators this fall by 14 officers. "That brings our

SAMIT complement to 15 officers. These new posi-

tions will significantly impact the number of grow
ops we can target and take-down,” stated S/Sgt.
Stuart.
The public needs to know what

to look for when they suspect an
MGO in their neighborhood including
the typical signs of no snow on the roof
in winter, curtains and blinds

closed, and windows and outside

walls sweating from the high

" "

humidity levels. However, in an effort to thwart neighbor
suspicions, operators try to stay one step ahead by making
MGO houses appear 'lived in" by hiring crop-sitters with
children to occupy the home. "These young, helpless victims
of crime are brought into an explosive and highly dangerous
environment for the sake of profit," said Colley-Urquhart.
"Endangering children by exposing them to all of the risks
and harms of drug activity constitutes child abuse and must
be dealt with using a heavy hand."

An in-depth review of current legislation with a view to
identifying gaps and how to enhance what is in place is the
focus of the Legislative/Judicial Task Force, co-chaired by
Bill Bruce, Director of City Bylaw Services. "We're analyzing
every aspect of grow operations, from start-up to take-down
so that we can clearly identify where the regulations need to
be. It is our intent to regulate the industries that supply and
support these illegal operations to the max and make it so
difficult they won't want to do business here," said Bruce.

ENMAX has also stepped up to the plate as an active
member of the Coalition to look at ways to address electric-
ity theft, which is estimated to be in the millions of dollars.
“We feel our staff can offer unique expert advice on person-
al safety, power consumption and by-pass and information
about the electrical equipment being used” says Terry Koch,
Government & Community Relations Manager. ENMAX
Power staff is working closely with the Calgary Police
Service to address the theft of power and other safety issues
related to marihuana grow ops.

Colley-Urquhart concluded by stating, “This isn’t a six
month operation. We're in this for the long haul. Calgarians
want to know that we are doing something about this prob-
lem and that we are all working together. I can assure
them on behalf of all the partners that we are. Clearly, this is
a growing problem that we, as Calgarians cannot ignore." As
Colley-Urquhart says, “This is not just a policing problem.
This is something that affects all of us, and we don't want
these people doing business in our city. We now need our
citizens to join the efforts of the Coalition to clamp down

"
from every angle.” O,
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Let’s nip grow=ops in the bud.
Grow-ops are destroying property - and ruining lives. Together we can stop the damage.

If you see something suspicious around your neighbourhood please call Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-TIPS or visit www.calgarycrimestoppers.org

Alberta Real Estate Foundation supports the efforts of the STOP MGOs! Calgary Coalition.

Learn more at www.aref.ab.ca

ALBERTA
REAL ESTATE
FOUNDATION

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation supports real estate initiatives that enhance the real
estate industry and benefit the people of Alberta. Our projects address important issues:

ISSUE: Rising energy bills and the environmental
impact in home building and living.

PROJECT: We proudly support Alberta Ecotrust's
Ecohome, an environmentally healthy home built
to educate Calgarians about their environmental
choices.

Learn more at www.albertaecotrust.com

ISSUE: Did you know Alberta's Residential and
Tenancy Act recently changed?

PROJECT: We have supported the development of a
new website providing information on laws for
Alberta's tenants and landlords

Learn more at www.landlordandtenant.com

www.aref.ab.ca




