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The 
Mission
the Alberta Real estate Foundation 

supports and originates initiatives that 

enhance the real estate industry and 

benefit the people of Alberta.  

The 
Vision
to be instrumental in building and 

leading an agile, adept and respected 

real estate industry in Alberta that 

values continuous learning, informed 

consumers and community service.

The 
Values
the Foundation values collaboration, 

innovation, continuous learning, 

respect, transparency, accountability 

and sustainability. We use these 

keywords to guide our actions.
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455
Total Grants Funded since 1991

FoundaTion  
FundinG

21%

22%

34%

13%

10%

A look at our historical distribution of community investments.

Housing Affordability
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Jay FreeMan
Chair 2011-2013

This reflection was beneficial as it gave us the opportunity 
to evaluate new technology and trends that will keep our 
organization relevant now and in the future. 

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation has custom-tailored 
its approach this year to maximize impact in these tough 
economic times. Despite low interest rates, we have been 
able to work within our means to fund meaningful projects 
with limited available funds. In 2012, we invited Todd 
Hirsch, senior economist with ATB to be our Thought 
Leader. Interestingly, his message was also about evolving 
to stay relevant in a fast changing global economy. He 
emphasized the importance of telling our unique story as 
Albertans. We couldn’t agree more. Helping organizations 
tell their story sums up our achievements this year. 

In the past year the Foundation invested in 15 significant 
and relevant projects within the province. Grants were 
given to improve the local appeal of Alberta Tomorrow’s 
land-use simulation tool with the addition of eight new 
communities, most of which were rural. We facilitated 
meaningful dialogue on how to define and achieve 
sustainable neighbourhoods through multi-generational 
workshops hosted in Edmonton. We followed trends 
by developing a Green Acreages Guide Primer and 
distributing it to Real Estate Boards across the province. 
We also looked to the future by investing in a pilot energy 
efficiency upgrade program. These are only a few of many 
notable projects that made a difference to Albertans and 
to our industry this year.

As a Board, we focused on governance this year and 
how we could improve the Foundation’s relevance to 
its stakeholders in Alberta. Part of this was in changing 
expertise. We welcomed a number of new members to our 
Board this year; first of whom being Ron Esch, former CEO 

of the Calgary Real Estate Board as our AREA Appointee. 
As a recent retiree, Ron brings his valuable experience 
and time to the Foundation. Brent Alexander is our 
new community appointee. Brent has a background in 
municipal planning and banking, two very relevant skills 
for the Foundation. We also welcomed Charlie Ponde, 
the second AREA appointee. Charlie has been a dedicated 
member of the Real Estate community in Edmonton for a 
number of years and we welcome his expertise. 

With hellos there are some goodbyes. This year we thanked 
the contributions of Colleen Killingsworth for the past 
two years of service and wish her well in her future career. 
We also said goodbye to Les Phillips who has been with the 
Foundation for over six years and was our previous chair. 
He has been an integral family member of the Foundation 
and helped successfully steer the organization through 
the economic downturn. His humour and vigour will be 
missed. 

Sadly, one goodbye will be missed by the entire Real 
Estate Industry. Sherry Belcourt-Darby passed away in 
December. Sherry was a well-respected, dedicated and 
thoughtful member to not only the Foundation, but to 
the entire Real Estate industry. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my year working with the 
Foundation Board and team and am proud of what we 
have accomplished. As 2013 is showing signs of economic 
recovery, I am hopeful we can make an even bigger impact 
for our industry and province.

   

Jay Freeman 
Chair 2011-2013

In my FIRst yeAR As ChAIR oF the BoARd, We 
As A FoundAtIon hAve looked InWARd to 
see IF We Could ImpRove eFFICIenCy And ouR 
gRAnt seleCtIon pRoCess In An eFFoRt to 
ContInuously ImpRove. 
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Executive Director

This year your Alberta Real Estate Foundation stepped 
into the social media foray with blogs and accounts on 
commonly used online communities. These tools help 
us stay relevant, tell the stories of our grantees and 
further define our Foundation mandate.

This year we realized our Foundation might benefit from 
telling its own stories within the real estate industry. We 
invested communication dollars into an animation that 
launched at our Thought Leaders events in Calgary and 
Edmonton. While we understand the Foundation is an 
important support vehicle for the industry, we believe 
it’s important to also spread knowledge of our function, 
our funding model and the benefit our grantees provide 
to the industry and province. Telling our story to a 
wider audience is a departure for the Alberta Real Estate 
Foundation but in alignment with our use of social 
media and a lighter, more efficient team. 

Another initiative we took on this year was an effort to 
become a paperless office. We have learned much on this 
journey but I’m pleased to see our stakeholders warming 
to the idea and interacting with us electronically. In an 
effort to reduce paper and improve communication we 
have encouraged our Governors to use iPads for meetings 
and general correspondence. As a result, Foundation 
Governors are finding new ways of interacting and 
keeping in touch with operational staff. 

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation was honoured to 
receive a University of Alberta Philanthropy Award in 
appreciation of our work and support of the school. 
The Foundation has been a partner of the Alberta 
School of Business for over 10 years in support the 

University’s goal to further education in the real estate 
sector. Over the past seven years, our Foundation has 
assisted in funding courses in real estate, bringing a 
deeper awareness to how business leaders value this type 
of education and helping to promote opportunities for 
advancement in the industry among students. 

As we head into 2013, issues with condominiums are 
on the rise and will be more of a focus for grants in 
2013. We are also paying attention to energy efficiency 
programs across the province. This year we supported 
the Pembina Institute’s energy efficiency pilot for 
commercial and industry properties. This focuses on 
an energy efficiency audit and the preparation of a 
business case for upgrades. We believe it is example of 
some of the innovative work in this area. We are proud 
to be involved with this project as we see potential for 
positive returns for homeowners in the province in the 
near future. 

The next year shows signs of a stronger year for housing 
markets within the province and we may see a slight 
rise in interest rates. Should this occur, the Foundation 
would have more resources to invest in projects that 
have a lasting impact in the communities where we live, 
work and play. 

Cheryl De Paoli 
Executive Director

tImes ARe ChAngIng. moRe InFoRmAtIon Is sent 
And ReCeIved In shoRteR tIme FRAmes. stoRIes 
told todAy ARe oFten BetteR suppoRted WIth 
gRAphIC dIsplAys, AudIo And vIdeo Feeds.

Cheryl de Paoli
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Making a Difference. For the Industry. For Alberta.

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation supports and celebrates innovative ideas. As an early contributor to this unique 

educational project, we are helping to build the future we want tomorrow by developing an understanding of how

we use land today. www.aref.ab.ca

We make land-use choices everyday to meet the needs of a growing population, but how does this 
affect our tomorrow? Find out using Alberta Tomorrow’s modeling tool. The newest version is free 
for all to use and a popular tool for teachers challenging students to think critically about the future 
they wish to see.

learn more by visiting  
www.albertatomorrow.ca

in 1901 There were  
73,000 PeoPle liVinG  
in alberTa, Today There  
are 3.7 Million.

Calgary, Alberta, 1909  – Glenbow na-3435-1
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Alberta Tomorrow is an educational tool that helps users
young and old engage in sustainable planning. The Alberta
Tomorrow Simulator enables exploration of land-use
interconnectivity in an effort to strike a balance between
resources like agriculture, oil and gas and forestry with
ecological integrity. It is commonly used in schools but
available to all Albertans free of charge.

In the past year, the Alberta Tomorrow Simulator added
data for eight additional communities. This means 90% 
of Albertans can now login to see how their local area 
has evolved and how it might change based on current 
trends. Lesson plans have been developed to increase the 
use of the simulator at an elementary school level, starting 
with Grade 4. With younger and younger users, Alberta 
Tomorrow needs to continually evaluate the technology 
it uses to deliver knowledge. Plans to create a tablet-based 
version of the simulator are underway!
 

uPdaTe FroM 
alberTa ToMorrow
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 “one of the most important aspects of the Laws for Landlords and Tenants program is its rural reach.  

We answer many questions from people who live outside of major cities, and we send booklets free 

of charge throughout the province. every year, we try to visit two smaller communities in Alberta. In 

november, we visited grande prairie and held workshops and information sessions for over 175 people in 

three days. the sessions were directed to different audiences, including landlords, tenants, social workers, 

courthouse workers, students and librarians. the feedback that we received was incredibly positive.”

– diane Rhyason, executive director of CpleA

“these two hours really helped! the presentation 

contained lots of great information, which will be very 

useful for my work! on a personal note, I am now more 

secure about [renting] than before after learning more 

about the laws that protect me.”

– Workshop participant

laws For landlords  
and TenanTs
The Centre for Public Legal Education Alberta (CPLEA) operates the Laws for Landlords 
and Tenants program as part of its efforts to ensure that people know their rights 
and responsibilities under the law. This program includes a website that provides 
information in plain language for landlords and tenants about housing law in Alberta. 
Staff create tools like information booklets, videos and sample agreements, as well as 
conduct presentations across the province on landlord and tenant rights.
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buildinG awesoMe 
neiGhbourhoods is a 
naTural sTeP Towards 
susTainabiliTy

How does an urban community evolve to stay 
relevant to its members and to youth? One 
solution is to involve ‘The Natural Step’ in 
the planning process. The Alberta Real Estate 
Foundation supported The Natural Step Canada 
in its quest to articulate what makes urban 
neighbourhoods vibrant, sustainable places 
to live, work and play. This involved multi-
generational workshops aiming at extracting 
and sharing information. 

The first workshop involved young, professional 
Edmontonians, aged 18-30 brimming with 
energy and ideas. This group represented the 
next wave of workplace decision makers. The 
second workshop consisted of people who  
shape the city through their work everyday.  
This group included representatives from various 
City departments, the University, developers, 
builders, engineers, land and community-based 
organizations as well as a few knowledgeable 
citizens. All participants conducted the same 
model-based techniques but insight generated by 
the youth was shared with the decision makers 
for the purpose of discussion. 

Pong Leung, Director of Program Development 
said the dialogue that occurred in the second 
group reflected the real challenges and barriers 
that must be addressed before improvement can 
occur. “Often, the reasons against implementing 
sustainable ideas are based on economics, 
however, these workshops proved that there 
are economic reasons to support sustainable 
actions. In the end, it’s about coming up with 
ways that we can leave neighbourhoods in  
better shape than we found them.”

The next step in this initiative, entitled 
“Awesome Neighbourhoods for a Sustainable 
Edmonton” will be to issue a report on workshop 
findings to participants, funders, partners and 
interested citizens. The Natural Step will also use 
the knowledge gained from these workshops in 
community-specific workshops and action plans 
aimed at changing the fabric of Alberta’s urban 
neighbourhoods. 

Bob Hawkesworth, Workshop Participant, 
Representative for the Municipal Climate 
Change Action Centre

“the value of the workshop was its focus on positive solutions. the 

tabletop models the groups created were imaginative and, despite the 

diversity of approaches, common themes emerged. people want a 

strong sense of place and better ways to feel a connection with their 

neighbours. higher densities, and the “walkability” of urban spaces, rated 

high. It seems the models weren’t as important as the conversations 

they generated. thank you for an imaginative and unique event!”
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CoMMuniTy 
inVesTMenT 2012

38%

42%
20%
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“living in the country is something I have always wanted, however, I want to be 

an environmentally conscious landowner. the green Acreages guide helped 

me get a good start. We’ve been able to use the guide as we work to improve 

the property. From it, I learned about shelter belts and we are putting one on our 

property. I recently pulled the guide out to see if there was information relating 

to forest ecosystems and specifically forest gardens. It’s all part of a 20-year 

plan.”

 – Steven Gehring,  

Participant in a workshop in Rocky Mountain County and new acreage owner

land sTewardshiP 
CenTre (lsC)

When thinking of buying an acreage property, some have an idealized vision of 
what rural life might entail. This may not reflect reality. Life in the country is 
different than in urban areas. Assessing how the property meets your needs now, 
and learning how to manage it sustainably, will protect your investment and 
potentially the environment.

Land Stewardship Centre (LSC) is an Edmonton-based organization that helps 
people improve their understanding of healthy ecosystems. They encourage the 
development of practices and policies that support sustainable resource use.  
In 2002 they released a document entitled “Tips and References for Owners of 
Acreages and Small Farms.” The demand for information on how best to manage 
rural properties sustainably was so strong they were encouraged to update it.

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation was the key sponsor of the Primer that 
accompanied the more comprehensive workbook. The Foundation helped to 
distribute both documents to real estate professionals through its events and 
contacts. 
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Making a Difference. For the Industry. For Alberta.

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation supports initiatives that enhance the Real 
Estate Industry and benefit the communities of Alberta. We, like so many others, 
celebrate the release of these two important documents which answer so many 
questions held by rural property owners.

www.aref.ab.ca

There is so much to think about when you 
own a rural property – are you managing 
and maintaining it in a way that protects 
your investment now and in the future? Land 
Stewardship Centre has developed the Green 
Acreages Primer, and more detailed Green 
Acreages Guide Workbook, for acreage, 
hobby farm and recreational property owners. 
With helpful information, advice and tools to 
plan and track virtually everything associated 
with your property, it is a must have for all 
who enjoy country life.

learn more at 
www.landstewardship.org

lookinG For  a  
how-To Guide 
To ManaGe  
your rural 
ProPerTy?
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ThouGhT leaders

“the presentation was not what I was expecting 

And I liked it better than listening to analytical 

information and stats. It was inspiring and 

refreshing to hear an economist talk about 

creativity and innovation, as it applies to the 

results we have in our lives.”
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The Alberta Real Estate Foundation featured 
Todd Hirsch, Senior Economist at ATB 
Financial and co-author of The Boiling Frog 
Dilemma, as part of their 2012 Thought 
Leader Series. The event was hosted in 
Calgary and Edmonton drawing over a 
hundred Real Estate professionals in each 
location. So far, the feedback from attendees 
has been excellent – mostly due to the unique 
nature of information presented.

Todd Hirsch argued that Canada’s economy 
has done reasonably well, yet things are not 
all they seem. Like a frog in a pot of warm 
water, Canadians have not yet realized the  
changes an increasingly global economy can 
bring. Hirsch says, “In Real Estate, it’s all 
about asking yourself, “How can I become 
more creative in what I’m doing, how can I 
offer more innovative services to my clients?” 
He encouraged REALTORS® to break free 
of old frameworks and present themselves 
in a different way then from what others are 
doing.” That takes creative thinking. 

The Alberta Real Estate Foundation captured 
Todd Hirsch’s presentation on video. 
Albertans, or members of the industry who 
want to view it, can find it on our website or 
our YouTube channel.

Todd 
hirsCh

“AReF’s structure and its 

purpose in the industry 

was well presented here. 

Congratulations on a job 

well done!”

to Be RelevAnt In todAy’s mARket 
ReAltoRs® must get CReAtIve
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Revenue for the Foundation is accumulated from the interest earned on 

public money deposited in Real Estate Brokers pooled trust accounts. 

reVenue 
sTaTeMenT

SOLD Interest Revenue for 2012 was $719,258. From this, $97,091 was deducted 
as source to cover bank charges for the Brokers’ trust accounts. The revenue 
statement shows a flat interest rate of 3% which stayed consistent throughout 
the entire year. The Foundation is continuing to monitor Brokers’ trust 
accounts, MLS sales and interest rates over the coming year.
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The Foundation is guided by our Board of Governors that meets three times a year. As 
stewards of the Foundation’s mission, their role is to represent the well-being of the 
industry and our community using the Foundation’s community investment program. 
To do this successfully, they rely on the overall strategic direction and values of the 
Foundation.

GoVernors

 Gary D. Willson - Calgary
Foundation-Public Appointment

Charlie Ponde - Edmonton
Alberta Real Estate Association

Cheryl Schindel - Grande Prairie  
Real Estate Council of Alberta

 Les Phillips - Past Chair, 
Edmonton

Alberta Real Estate Association

 Brent Alexander - Calgary 
Foundation-Public Appointment

 Junaid Malik - Calgary 
Real Estate Council of Alberta

 Ron Esch - Calgary
Alberta Real Estate Association

 Jay Freeman - Chair, Edmonton 
Foundation-Public Appointment

Sherry Belcourt-Darby, Edmonton 
Alberta Real Estate Association

Colleen Killingsworth, Calgary  
Foundation Appointment



2012 Alberta Real estate Foundation Annual Report          17

The Foundation remembers Sherry Belcourt-Darby who 
passed away in Edmonton in December of 2012.

Sherry spent over 35 years in the Real Estate industry and was 
well respected as an industry leader, and for her dedication 
and professionalism. As an instructor for the Canadian Real 
Estate Association, the Alberta Real Estate Association and 
the REALTORS® Association of Edmonton, she was a strong 
proponent of continuous learning. 

Sherry was a tireless volunteer and served as a Governor on 
the Alberta Real Estate Foundation until earlier this year 
when her health failed her.

in MeMory



making a difference.
For the Industry.

For Alberta.

Alberta Real Estate Foundation
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